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El Cholo To Celebrate 85th Anniversary With Area Heroes

Since 2001, the El Cholo family has set aside our anniversary night to honor our true heroes: the teachers, firefighters and police officers who serve our community all year, every year. 

 On October 27, 2008, El Cholo would like to serve them—dinner.

In honor of our 85th anniversary in Los Angeles, we at El Cholo invite all area teachers, firefighters and police officers to have dinner on us. From 5 p.m. until closing on Oct. 27th, we will serve our menu free of charge to anyone providing identification that he or she currently works either as a teacher, police officer or firefighter.

In addition, all proceeds from meal sales that night to those employed in other walks of life will go to childrens' charities, selected by each restaurant. In the past five years, El Cholo has raised nearly $150,000 for charity from those who have come to honor our heroes with us.

Our anniversary offer is valid at the historic El Cholo Cafe at 1121 S. Western Ave. in Los Angeles as well as at the El Cholo restaurants in Santa Monica, La Habra, and Irvine, as well as our new restaurant, Café Maiz, in Mission Viejo.

Please join us at one of the following locations for a night of community fun: 

Los Angeles: 1121 S. Western Ave., (323) 734-2773 

benefiting PUENTE Learning Center

Santa Monica: 1025 Wilshire Blvd., (310) 899-1106 

benefiting Childrens Hospital Los Angeles.

La Habra: Cafe El Cholo, 840 E Whittier Blvd., (562) 691-4618 

benefiting St. Jude’s Hospital, Fullerton.

Irvine: El Cholo Cantina, 5465 Alton Parkway, (949) 451-0044 

benefiting Orangewood Childrens Home.

Mission Viejo: Café Maiz, 27567 Puerto Real, (949) 367-0777 

benefiting St. Margaret’s Episcopal School.

For more information, please contact the managers at each restaurant or visit our website:

www.elcholo.com
A few highlights from El Cholo's history:

1923 - Alejandro and Rosa Borquez open El Cholo predecessor the Sonora Cafe, at 4012 S. Broadway in 

Los Angeles. 

1925 - Sonora Cafe is renamed El Cholo, using for its logo a customer's whimsical sketch of a 

Mexican field hand, or "cholo."

1927 - George Salisbury and Aurelia Borquez, daughter of Alejandro and Rosa, open 

El Cholo Spanish Cafe at 1107 S. Western Ave. 

1931 - El Cholo moves across the street to 1121 S. Western Ave, where it operates today.

1959 - Waitress Carmen Rocha, a Texas native, introduces one of her favorite dishes to El Cholo 

customers, a combination of cheese, jalapenos, tortilla chips and guacamole, which she calls 

nachos. 

1962 - George and Aurelia Salisbury's son, Ron, expands the family business with Café El Cholo 

in La Habra.

1967 - El Cholo pours its first margarita., The now-famous house margarita 

has spawned dozens of variations, including the 24-karat blend.

1979 - The Salisbury family adds fine dining to the business menu with The Cat & The Custard Cup opens in La Habra.

1986 - With a nod to history, The Sonora Café returns to Los Angeles, this time as a Southwestern cuisine restaurant. In 1994, the Café will move from downtown to its current La Brea Avenue address.

1997 - The Santa Monica El Cholo opens, taking the restaurant's signature green corn tamales, enchiladas, nachos and margaritas to the beach.

2000 - The New Year kicks off with a new El Cholo, this time in Irvine.

2001 - El Cholo begins its annual anniversary tradition in the community by honoring our heroes: teachers, the police force and firefighters.    

2002 – The Salisburys open The Cannery, Seafood of the Pacific, in Newport Beach restoring yet another historic restaurant.  This adds a third distinctive dining concept to the family.

2006 –
 We celebrate our 83rd anniversary, again sharing this day with our community heroes.    

            And more to come…

